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In El Diario OpEd, Skelos Appeals To Latino Community

By Nick Reisman 
October 20, 2011 at 3:09 pm
As Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos takes some lumps from Democratic lawmakers who plan to boycott his Unidad Latina Legislative Conference in Manhattan this weekend, the Long Island Republican took to the city’s Spanish-language daily El Diario to make his case to Latino voters.

According to the English-language translation (the full text is below), Skelos notes that he is the grandson of Greek immigrants who built a business in Rockville Centre.

Almost a century ago, my grandparents came to the United States from Greece. One started a bakery in Rockville Centre that at one time employed 50 people. They worked hard every day to make it a success. Their dream was the same as millions of immigrants who came to New York over the years and continue to come here for a better life and to start their own business.

According to the census, almost half of the entrepreneurs in New York were born in other countries. In New York City alone there are almost 100,000 foreign-born business owners, many of them Latinos. It is vital that government recognizes their contributions to our economy and helps them prosper.
Sens. Ruben Diaz and Gustavo Rivera announced they both plan to boycott the event, set for Saturday at the Sheraton Hotel. And it’s unlikely other Democratic lawmakers will attend as Liz noted earlier.

Update: Assembly Democrats and Independent Democratic Conference members are expected to be there, as well as independent Mayor Bloomberg, I’m told. 

A Senate official, who dismissed the criticism from Rivera and Diaz, said this is only the beginning of “aggressive Hispanic outreach we’ll be doing in the coming months.”

And Skelos’ outreach makes sense. The Latino community is the fast growing minority population in not only New York, but the country as a whole. Nationally, Republicans have stumbled in trying to court the Hispanic vote, mostly due to the party’s hard line stance on immigration. But GOP officials hope that they can appeal to Hispanic voters’ sense of family, generally conservative views of social issues and the economic freedom concerns.
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